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Since my entrance into seminary I have given much though and  prayer to 

the apparent plight of the world and the church. What is it the had made 

so many full of despair, listless in hopelessness and unable to find their 

bearings? From the beginning I knew it was a lack of community, the loss 

of a common heritage, belief system and an atomized Christianity. As I 

prayed how to come to terms with these ills the Lord soon revealed to me 

they were symptoms of a greater decay, the root of national and even 

church despair is the demonic whirlwind of demoralization. 

Demoralization looks much like depression, but unlike depression that 

that is an illness of the brain, demoralization is caused by outside forces. 

When people lose the belief in a common existential truth, when morality 

becomes relative to each individual and when people are ostracized and 

punished for holding the value of faith and tradition, demoralization 

quickly follows. It is nothing less that losing a shared compass that guides 

us as a people a nation or a church. 

It is easy to see this in a world that has become “woke” to genetic racism, 

left and right politics and character assassination based on a statement of 

belief. We become demoralized when everything we held as true is taken 

away and we are deemed oppressors and racists because of the color of 

our skin. The goal of the Enlightenment, which was to free humanity 

from God and tradition, has indeed reaped its whirlwind and we can but 

look around and see the effects of this movement in our world and 

church. With no shared beliefs we lose our connections to one another 

and slowly succumb to helplessness, despair and lose of hope. 

Paul’s letter to the church at Thessalonica is written to just such people. 

The hopelessness that has arisen from persecution without and from 

within has caused them to despair, that is become demoralized. Paul's call 

is to remember and hold on to their faith in Christ that unites them. To-

gether in common truth they are not alone but through Gods grace are 

enabled to persevere through this trying time. They must stick together 

and dare to risk themselves for the faith Christ has placed in them. Like 

the Thessalonians together we are not alone and the demoralization of 

the world can have no sway. 
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Brief  Order for Confession 

                                                                                                               

Entrance Hymn……………vs. 1-2………..…..…..…LBW 270 

Apostolic Greeting 

Kyrie……………………………………...…………...p.78 LBW 

Prayer of  the Day……………………………….........p.82 LBW 

First Reading………..............................................Exodus 22:20-26  

Psalm………..……..…..…back of  bulletin…….................Psalm 18 

Second Reading……………...…….……I Thessalonians 1:5-10 

Gospel Acclamation……………………..…..……….p.83 LBW  

Gospel……………….……….….…....……….Matthew 22:34-40 

Homily    

Hymn of  the Day…….....……...…...………………...LBW 551 

 

NEXT WEEKS READINGS: 

Solemnity of  All Saints 

Revelation 7:2-14, I John 3:1-3,  Matthew 5:1-12 
 

PLEDGE CARDS: Please place your pledge cards for 2021 

in the offering basket, at the rear of  the church, by Sunday, 

November 15th. You may also mail pledge cards to the 

church office. 

 

THE BOOK OF THE DEAD: We will celebrate the 

Feast of  All Saints on Sunday November 1st. The Book of  

the Dead is available on a stand in the rear of  the church to 

enter loved ones who dies during this past church year. 

Bring photos to use during worship on November 1st. 
 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS: Any member of  the church 

currently enrolled in college education can request a scholar-

ship from the church. A simple letter to the parish council 

requesting this gift is all that is needed. Funds are divided 

based on request and will be distributed before the end of  

the year.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Apostles Creed……...……..…..…….……...….....p.85 LBW 

Prayers of  the Faithful 

Sign of  Peace 

                                                                   

Offertory Response……………………...……….p.86 LBW 

Offertory Prayer…………………………...….......p.87 LBW 

Great Thanksgiving……………………......…......p.88 LBW 

Sanctus………………………………………..…..p.89 LBW 

Lord’s Prayer……………………….…..……........p.91 LBW 

Agnus Dei……………………………..………….p.92 LBW 

 

All Baptized Christians who believe that in the Eucharist the true Body and Blood  of Christ 

are physically present are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 

Post-Communion Canticle……………...…..........p.92 LBW 

Prayer   

 

                                

 Blessing 

 Recessional Hymn….……vs. 3-4…………….…LBW 270 

 D Sent to proclaim God’s kingdom with power and to serve others with 

humility, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

  

 

 

 

“Almighty, ever living God, increase our faith, hope 

and charity, and make us love what you command, so 

that we may receive the grace you have promised to the 

faithful. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  the  

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.” 



                     PLEDGE CARD 
 

MY PLEDGE for the 2021 year is   $__________________ 
 

 

Per week--------------------------per month----------------------per year------------------------ 

 

             Please return this card in the collection plate at service. 

 

NAME:  _________________________________________________________      

 

ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________ 

 


